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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 HONG K 07034 050737Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INEO OCT-OI EA-IO 10-13 ISO-00 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 
INR-IO LAB-04 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-07 TRSE-00 PRB-03 
OMB-OI L-03 SS-15 H-OI /078 W 

073451 050738Z/I7 

PR0507I6Z JUN78 
PM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 698 
INEO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY BAGNKOK 

CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 7034 

STATE POR EB/OT/TEX ST. JOHN AND EA/PRCM 

STATE PASS STR POR MIKE SMITH 

BANGKOK POR TEXTILE TEAM 

GENEVA POR PHELAN 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, HK, US 

SUBJ: TEXTILES: HONG KONG CONSULTATIONS 

REF: STATE I4036I 

1. IN JUNE 5 DISCUSSION WITH CONGENOFP, HONG KONG ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OP TRADE DOUGLAS CHAN SAID THAT HE HKG WAS EAGER 

TO BEGIN THE CONSULTATIONS REQUESTED (REPTEL) BUT COULD NOT PROPOSE 
DATES UNTIL PRIDAY, JUNE 9, BY WHEN ITS TEXTILE ADVISORY BOARD 
WILL HAVE MET. MEANWHILE, HONG KONG HAS SUSPENDED ISSUANCE OP 
EAS POR CATEGORY 44. 

2. CHAN WAS UNSURE WHO WOULD LEAD HONG KONG DELEGATION TO 
CONSULTATIONS BUT RECKONED CROWSON AS MOST LIKELY, SINCE MILLS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 07034 050737Z 

MUST BE IN EUROPE POR ABOUT THREE WEEKS BEGINNING JUNE 20. 

THE HKG DOES NOT WANT THE CONSULTATIONS TO WAIT ON MILL'S SCHEDULE. 
MILLS, OF COURSE, WILL ALSO BE PREPARING POR US-UK BILATERAL 
POOTWEAR CONSULTATIONS, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE YET TO FIX DATES 
POR THOSE. 

3. PERHAPS ADUMBRATING HONG KONG'S CONSULTATIONS POSITION 
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ON "OVEFSHIPMENTS," CHAN DEXCRIBED THESE AS "DISCREPANCIES" 

IN THE TRADE DATA. HE NOTED THAT THE CATEGORIES INVOLVED 
(REFTEL PARA I) HAD CONTAINED CLASSIEICATION PROBLEMS, 

AND DIVERGENCE BETWEEN US AND HK EIGURES "DOES NOT SEEM 
ALARMING" IN VIEW OE THE MONITORING SYSTEM USED IN 1977 
(I.E. DURING EITEEN MONTH "QUOTA YEAR"). 

4. CONGEN WILL CABLE HKG'S CONSULTATION DATE PROPOSALS 
AS SOON AS HKG INFORMS US. 

SHOESMITH 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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